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August 21, 2017 

Clerk of the Board of Supervisors 

Board of Supervisors 

70 West Hedding Street, East Wing, 10th Floor 

San Jose, CA 95110 

Dear County Board of Supervisors, 

FOWLER MUSEUM OF CULTURAL HISTORY 
BOX 951549 

LOS ANGELES, CA 90095-1549 

We, the undersigned, write to express our concern over the proposed development of the 
Sargent Quarry Project in the area now known as Sargent Ranch. Prior to Euro-American contact 
this place was known as Juristac, and was a significant site of cultural and spiritual importance to 
the ancestors of the present-day Amah Mutsun Tribal Band. Juristac retains that cultural and 
spiritual significance to the Amah Mutsun today. 

We strongly urge you and the developers to reconsider the proposed extractive sand and gravel 
mining operation and to enter into government-to-government consultation with the Amah 
Mutsun to ensure that this irreplaceable location is preserved. The proposed development of 
320 acres will likely destroy Juristac, a sacred place where the Big Head Dance, perhaps the most 
significant ceremony of the Mutsun, took place. The lack of access does not sever the Amah 
Mutsun from having an ongoing relationship with and responsibilities to Juristac. The 
seriousness to care for their homelands has been demonstrated in their cooperative agreements 
throughout the county, and serves as a model that could be used in this instance. Given the size 
of the proposed project, it is also likely to have detrimental impacts on the local water quality, 
wildlife, and plant communities that make up this distinct ecology. As open space and culturally 
significant places become scarcer within the county, the larger impacts should be considered in 
totality. 

As a sacred place of memory and learning for present-day and future generations of Amah 
Mutsun people, should Juristac be destroyed, a long history of resilience, cultural sustenance, 
and responsibility will end. It is more than the physical remains that archaeologists find that 
determine the eligibility for the inclusion of the location on the state or national register of 
historic places. AB52 and SB18 strengthen the need for tribes to provide their knowledge and 
history beyond anthropology as only a fragment of this knowledge was told and preserved given 
the ongoing historic trauma and denial of their value as people with thousands of years of ties to 
this land. 

It is for these reasons that we urge you to follow both ethical and legal mandates and work 
directly and collaboratively with the Amah Mutsun to find ways to preserve Jursitac and provide 
avenues for them to access and care for this most sacred site, both now and into the future. 



If you have any questions or need additional information, please feel free to contact any of us. 

Sincerely, 

Wendy G. Teeter, Ph.D. 

Curator of Archaeology, Fowler Museum at 

UCLA 

wteeter@arts.ucla.edu 

Mishuana Goeman, Ph.D. (Tonawanda Band 

of Seneca) 

Chair of American Indian Studies IDP 

Associate Professor, UCLA Gender Studies 

goeman@gender.ucla.edu 

Kyle T. Mays, Ph.D. 

Assistant Professor, UCLA African American 

Studies 

mayskyle@ucla.edu 

Shannon Speed, Ph.D. (Chickasaw) 

Director, American Indian Studies Center 

Associate Professor, UCLA Gender Studies & 

Anthropology 

sspeed@aisc.ucla.edu 

Paul Kroskrity, Ph.D. 

Professor, UCLA Anthropology 

paulvk@ucla.edu 

Ananda M. Marin, Ph.D. 

Assistant Professor, UCLA Graduate School 

of Education and Information Studies 

marin@gseis.ucla.edu 

Randall Akee, Ph.D. 

Assistant Professor, UCLA Public Policy 

rakee@ucla.edu 

Jessica Cattelino, Ph.D. 

Associate Professor, UCLA Anthropology 

jesscatt@anthro.ucla.edu 

Teresa McCarty, Ph.D. 

Professor, UCLA Graduate School of 

Education & Information Studies 

teresa.mccarty@ucla.edu 

Angela Riley, J.D. (Citizen Potawatomi 

Nation) 

Professor of Law, UCLA 

Director, Native Nations Law and Policy 

Center 

riley@law .ucla .ed u 

Keith Camacho, Ph.D. 

Associate Professor, UCLA Asian American 

Studies 

kcamacho@ucla.edu 


